Current USDA procedures for licensing biotechnology-derived veterinary biologicals.
The establishment of appropriate procedures for regulating the commercialization of biotechnology products is an international issue which has been debated extensively in many countries. This paper will discuss the current procedures that have been established for the regulation of biotechnology-derived veterinary biologicals within the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and more specifically within Biotechnology, Biologics, and Environmental Protection (BBEP) of the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS). These procedures implement recent BBEP regulatory policy that has been developed to ensure risk-based regulation and avoid excessive restrictions that might curtail the development of biotechnology products.